
Changes to Health Insurance and Medicaid financial assistance eligibility for 2027 

 

 Starting January 1, 2027 Financial Assistance to purchase health insurance will be restricted to 

US citizens and targeted group of “eligible immigrants”. Though you may be legally in the USA if 

your immigration status is not listed in the new “eligible immigrants” category you will no longer 

qualify to receive financial assistance.  

 The same rules apply to Medicaid except for children and pregnant women. The rules vary by 

state.  

 Lawfully present Permanent Resident Green Card holders with a residency of less than 5 years 

and an income that falls into Medicaid levels will not qualify for financial assistance to buy 

health insurance nor will you qualify for Medicaid.  

 All legal immigrants who do not meet the requirements of being an “eligible immigrant” can still 

purchase health insurance full price. 

What immigrant group are considered “eligible immigrants”?  

• Lawful permanent residents (also known as green card holders); 

• Cuban-Haitian entrants, who meet specific criteria as defined in the Refugee Education 

Assistance Act of 1980; and 

• People from the Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, or Republic 

of Palau who live and work in the United States under Compacts of Free Association (COFA), 

often referred to as COFA migrants. 

Who is not considered to be an eligible immigrant? Any immigration group that is not named in the list above 

such as work permit holders etc. 

What steps can I take now? Update your immigration status on your Marketplace account as soon as possible if 

your status has changed since you last updated your account. Contact the Marketplace in your state or your 

agent if you need assistance with updating your account. If you have access to your account you can also login 

and update your account. 

When should I update my account? According to your agreement with the Marketplace all changes should be 

made within 30 days or as soon as possible after the change is known 

https://unsplash.com/photos/passports-are-resting-on-a-textured-neutral-surface-FjglQyWfkpQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


What are my options if I lose access to financial assistance? There are many ways to get access to healthcare 

without health insurance. I will be providing information to individuals and families who need assistance with 

finding this type of care. 
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