
Enhanced Premium Tax Credit (APTC) Expiration 
 

 
 

The Change: The temporary enhanced APTCs, which increased financial assistance 

subsidies temporarily in 2021 due to the pandemic are set to expire. As of January 1, 2026, 

the pre-pandemic subsidy rules will return. 

 

Who is Affected: 

Everyone with a subsidized plan will see an increase in their monthly premiums. 

Individuals and families with incomes $1 above 400% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) 

will no longer qualify for financial assistance. 

 

Possible Solutions/Options: 

* Shop and Compare Plans: It is more critical than ever to compare plans from all available 

carriers. Your current plan may no longer be the most affordable option. 

* Consider a Higher Deductible Plan: A Bronze or Silver plan with a higher deductible 

may have a lower premium, which can help offset the loss of subsidies. 

* Explore Off-Marketplace Options: While not eligible for subsidies, some carriers offer 

plans directly that may be more competitive than unsubsidized Marketplace plans. Varies 

by state. 

* Cash Pay Solutions: For everyday medical needs, consider using cash-pay options like  

Cost Plus Drugs, Good Rx or telemedicine services to reduce out-of-pocket costs on 

prescriptions and non energency care. 

* Consider Gap or Supplemental Plans: These are plans that can help pay for your out of 

pocket cost which permits you to purchase a higher deductible plan without reducing 

coverage. 

* Contribute to an HSA or 401K: This can help reduce your taxable income and help 



qualify you for financial assistance. 

 

To see how much you annual payment for the second lowest priced Silver plan which is the 

benchmark plan may increase please use the following tool: 

https://www.kff.org/interactive/how-much-more-would-people-pay-in-premiums-if-the-

acas-enhanced-subsidies-expired/  

 

Sheron Sidbury 
Healthcare Cost Containment Specialist 

7708 Richmond Hwy #1060 
Alexandria, VA 22306 

(571) 636-9366 
sheron@sesinsureme.com  

https://www.youdesignaplan.com/  

 

 

 

https://www.kff.org/interactive/how-much-more-would-people-pay-in-premiums-if-the-acas-enhanced-subsidies-expired/
https://www.kff.org/interactive/how-much-more-would-people-pay-in-premiums-if-the-acas-enhanced-subsidies-expired/
mailto:sheron@sesinsureme.com
https://www.youdesignaplan.com/

