
Immigrants Under 100% FPL No Longer Eligible for APTC 

 

 

The Change: A federal rule change has eliminated a special provision that allowed some 

lawfully present immigrants with incomes below 100% of the FPL to qualify for APTC or 

financial assistance so this group would have access to coverage. This change is effective for 

the 2026 plan year starting January 1, 2026 

Who is Affected: 

 This change impacts a specific group of legally present immigrants who are currently 

able to receive subsidies/financial assistance, typically because they are ineligible for 

Medicaid due to their immigration status (e.g., the 5-year waiting period). 

 These individuals will now fall into the ‘Medicaid coverage gap’ for health insurance. 

Possible Solutions/Options: 

 Explore Medicaid Eligibility: While many are ineligible, it's crucial to confirm whether 

you or your family members meet any state-specific Medicaid eligibility criteria. 

 Community and Charity Care: Non-profits and community health centers and some 

hospitals often offer free or low-cost care for low-income, uninsured individuals. 

 Emergency Care: Hospitals are required to provide emergency care regardless of 

immigration status or ability to pay. 

 Try to increase your income: You can offer a service to try to bring your income up to 

the amounts you see in column #2. Or at least higher than column #1. Try services like 

Door Dash, Instacart or other services to meet the income limit. 
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